
Introductory presentation for

Melges 24 European Championship 

12/18 June or 26/30 September 2028 

Porto Cervo, Sardinia

Any reference to Yacht Club Costa Smeralda (YCCS) is understood to include subsidiary and affiliated companies



Who we are: YCCS History

Who we are: YCCS History

• 1967: YCCS was founded by His Highness the Aga Khan in Porto Cervo, Italy;

• First regattas: 1972 Settimana delle Bocche, 1978 Sardinia Cup, 1980 Maxi Yacht World Championship and Swan World Cup, first 12
Metre Class World Championship held in Porto Cervo in 1984;

• 1983: First Italian Challenger for the America’s Cup with S/Y Azzurra;

• 1992: M/Y Destriero sets transatlantic crossing record at an average speed of 98.323 km/h, which still stands today;

• 2017: Celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Club’s foundation and the launch of One Ocean, a marine preservation project;

• 2020: Launch of the Young Azzurra programme dedicated to young, emerging talents in Italian sailing, with a focus on equal
opportunities;

• 2027: Celebration of the 60th anniversary
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Who we are: YCCS Board and Management

Who we are: YCCS Board and Management

President of the Board of Directors: 
Principessa Zahra Aga Khan

Commodore: Andrea Recordati

Board of Directors:
Dott. Giovanni Tamburi, Avv. Salvatore 
Trifirò, Dott. Maurizio Traglio, Dott.ssa 
Irene Macchiarelli, Dott. Stefano 
Achermann, Dott. Giacomo Loro Piana

YCCS Secretary General and Sports 
Director: Giorgio Benussi

3



Who we are: Associated Clubs

Who we are: Associated Clubs

Twinned Club 

Informal reciprocity agreements 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia Yacht 
Club of Greece
Yacht Club Argentino Société 
Nautique de Genève

St. Francis Yacht Club
Gstaad Yacht Club
Royal Thames Yacht Club

Royal Yacht Squadron Norddeutscher Regatta VereinNew York Yacht Club Yacht Club de Monaco
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Who we are: YCCS Today

Who we are: YCCS Today

• From 2001 to 2003 the YCCS was completely renovated in a project supervised by New York architect Peter Marino and is now 
considered one of the most functional structures of its kind;

• The Club has 24 suites, a lounge bar and a restaurant on its panoramic pool terrace;

• 725 YCCS Members from 28 Nationalities;

• 112 YCCS Junior Members between 18 – 26 years old;

• 353 Yachts carry the YCCS burgee as part of the YCCS Fleet;
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YCCS Base

YCCS Base

Junior Suite Bar Regatta

YCCS Wellness Center and SPAYCCS Foyer

Restaurant

Sala Azzurra
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Events @YCCS

Events @YCCS

MAXIMUM INTERNAL AREA CAPACITY:

Indoor restaurant: 45 pax (Lunch & Dinner) 
Restaurant terrace: 220 pax
Sala Azzurra: 100 pax (Lunch & Dinner) Indoor Bar: 
150 pax
Terrace Bar: 160 pax
Terrace Restaurant and Terrace Bar: 420 pax Blue Terrace: 
150 pax 9
Sala Azzurra Meeting with Imperial table: 45 pax Theater: 
120
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YCCS WELLNESS CENTER AND SPA

YCCS WELLNESS CENTER AND SPA

The elegant, welcoming surroundings of the YCCS Wellness Center are located within the exclusive setting of the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda in Porto Cervo. 
Contemporary spaces afford unique moments of relaxation in an exclusive and discreet atmosphere, with every detail designed to promote a profound sense 
of wellbeing.
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Who we are: YCCS stakeholders

Who we are: YCCS stakeholders

YCCS is one of the most prestigious organizers of sailing events and an international point of reference. The Club has a 
membership of over 700 members.

Owners profiles: Founders and companys’ CEO like Ferragamo, L’Oreal, Loro Piana, Perini Navi, Skype, Allianz, Wally Yachts, JC Decaux etc.

America's Cup sailors and Olympic champions: Paul Cayard, Russell Coutts, Ed Baird, Brad Butterworth, Ernesto Bertarelli, Ben Ainslie, 
Torben Grael, Jochen Schuemann, Francesco Bruni, Vasco Vascotto etc.

9



MAJOR EVENTS WITH FLEETS OF 90 - 100 PARTICIPANTS

• STAR CLASS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Porto Cervo, 6/17 SEPTEMBER 1989
105 ENTRIES

• MELGES 24 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Porto Cervo, 28 MAY / 6 JUNE 2008
114 ENTRIES

• J/70 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Porto Cervo, 12/16 SEPTEMBER 2017
172 ENTRIES

• ROLEX SWAN CUP WORLD CUP
A biennal event since 1984
Usually sees over 100 participants 

Who we are: YCCS Sailing history
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Racing Calendar from 1967 to 2025

Racing Calendar from 1967 to 2025

Who we are: YCCS Regattas
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Who we are: YCCS Sailing History
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2026 YCCS Calendar
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Race Area
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Meteorological Conditions

WIND AND SEA CONDITIONS IN THE AREA OF THE SAILING RACES ORGANISED BY THE
YACHT CLUB COSTA SMERALDA
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Meteorological Conditions

WIND AND SEA CONDITIONS IN THE AREA OF THE SAILING RACES ORGANISED BY THE
YACHT CLUB COSTA SMERALDA
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WIND AND SEA CONDITIONS IN THE AREA OF THE SAILING RACES ORGANISED BY THE
YACHT CLUB COSTA SMERALDA

Meteorological Conditions
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Porto Cervo Map
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Porto Cervo Marina and Shipyard
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An updated document 
with more options is

available and 
downloadable on the 

YCCS web site.

Event Page: 
www.yccs.it

ACCOMMODATION

Porto Cervo Marina and Shipyard
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http://www.yccs.it/


CAR, SCOOTER, RUBBER BOAT RENTAL & TRASPORTATION
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General information
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TRASPORTATION/CONNECTION

General information
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A dedicated page about the event will be available on the YCCS web-site: www.yccs.it

YCCS website and event page

Information available:
• Technical documents;
• Event programme;
• Entry List;
• Results;
• Information (weather forecast, Porto Cervo Marina Map, 

Class web-site, Services and Information etc… );
• Photos / movies gallery; and much more…
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YCCS Media coverage:

YCCS Media coverage:
Datas from Kantar Media:

- Over 1000 annual articles (online and offline media)
- 38,9 Mln OTS
- € 6,91 AVE (Advertising Value Equivalency)
- 5,6 Mln account reached in 2024

Media target

TV

YCCS website and event page
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Branding during YCCS event
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Official Partners

Technical Partners:

YCCS Partnership
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